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PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA PARTAKES IN LOUISIANA TRADE MISSION TO CUBA 
 

Last week, Port of South Louisiana Executive Director Paul G. Aucoin along with Commission President D. 
Paul Robichaux, Commission Treasurer P. Joey Murray, III, and Commission Secretary Stanley Bazile 
returned from a 94-member trade mission to Cuba led by Louisiana Commissioner of Agriculture, Mike 
Strain. The trade mission delegation was comprised of representatives from Louisiana export facilities, 
rice growers, shipping businesses, and bankers, plus members of the State of Louisiana Legislature and 
Louisiana Economic Development. 

During the week-long visit, trade mission delegates toured the new Port of Mariel, located on the western 
part of Cuba. This state-of-the art container port began operations a year-and-a-half ago and it is equipped 
with top-of-the line computers, equipment, and technology. Port of Mariel officials offered their expertise 
and assistance to the Port of South Louisiana when it moves forward with establishing a container facility 
within its jurisdiction. They also met with Cuban government and trade officials in an effort to find 
opportunities to export agricultural products and other commodities to the island nation, which presently 
imports from the Far East. “I believe it is in our mutual interest to establish an alliance of cooperation so 
we can facilitate international trade by promoting the all-water route through the Port of South Louisiana 
and the ports of Cuba,” says Aucoin. “In October, we intend to sign a memorandum of understanding with 
the National Port Administration of Cuba (NPAC) so we can interchange ideas, knowledge, data with each 
other with the aim of promoting commerce and growth in our respective nations.” 

Doing business with Louisiana and its ports would be logistically and financially beneficial for both the 
United States and Cuba. According to Strain, if Cuba becomes Louisiana’s trading partner, we can expect 
up to $300 to $400 million in trade within just a few years.  

U.S. sanctions were first imposed on Cuba in 1960 after the latter nationalized American-owned 
companies (without remuneration) in response to President Eisenhower’s decision to cancel sugar 
imports from and oil exports to Cuba. Two years later, bans were fully expanded to economic and financial 
injunctions and restrictions on travel and commerce. Earlier this year, 56 years after they were 
established, two Cuban embargo restrictions were relaxed by the Obama administration: travel and bank 
transactions. Proponents of the embargo argue that the Cuban region has not met our country’s 
conditions for lifting the embargo. Opponents contend, however, that the embargo has harmed the U.S. 
economy and the citizens of Cuba rather than its intended target of the Cuban communist government. 
According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the trade embargo has cost the United States $1.2 billion 
annually in lost sales of exports or, as presented by the Cuba Policy Foundation, as much as $4.84 billion 
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in agricultural exports. A study by Texas A&M University predicts that as many as 6,000 jobs would be 
created with the lift of the embargo. 

Louisiana is an advocate for free trade with Cuba and, collectively, it’s doing everything it can to support 
the trade embargo lift. In February 2016, Louisiana leaders launched Engage Cuba Louisiana State Council, 
an alliance of businesses and organizations working in concert to lobby Congress and expedite businesses 
relations between the two nations. Three Louisiana ports, including the Port of South Louisiana, are 
members of the state’s chapter of the national Engage Cuba coalition. That Louisiana ports have a voice 
in this matter is necessary, as Louisiana is home to five of the top 15 ports in the nation, which support 1 
in 5 jobs in the state. Lifting the “blockade” could allow Louisiana’s agricultural and trade businesses to 
reach new buyers in Cuba, a country that imports 80% of its food. 

It would make perfect sense for Louisiana to expand commerce with one of its closest neighbors and 
historic trading partners, a relationship that was thriving prior to the trade embargo (as most of 
Louisiana’s rice was exported to Cuba). The State of Louisiana, its ports and the nation’s farmers have 
much to gain from the lifting of the trade embargo. 

 

  
Port of South Louisiana Executive Director Paul G. Aucoin at a speaking engagement during the Louisiana Trade Mission to Cuba 

 
 
About Engage Cuba Coalition 
Engage Cuba Coalition is a 501(c)(4) bipartisan non-profit whose funds are entirely dedicated to its advocacy efforts like lobbying 
operations working on U.S.-Cuba policy, navigation of Cuban/U.S. regulations, arranging meetings to help organizations and 
businesses engage with Cuba, and hosting events on Cuba-related issues and business opportunities, including briefings with U.S. 
and Cuban government officials. For more information, visit www.engagecuba.org. 
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About the Port of South Louisiana 
The Port of South Louisiana is a 54-mile port district on the Mississippi River between New Orleans and Baton Rouge, 
encompassing the parishes of St. Charles, St. John and St. James.   The facilities located within the port’s district consistently 
handle over a quarter billion short tons of cargo annually, ranking it the largest tonnage port district in the Western Hemisphere, 
the nation’s greatest grain exporter, and the number one energy transfer port in the United States. Along the 108 miles of deep-
water frontage on both banks of the river there are seven grain transfer facilities, four major oil refineries, 11 petrochemical 
manufacturing facilities and several other facilities for a total of more than 50 docks owned and operated by an impressive group 
of resident tenants such as ADM, ArcelorMittal, Dow, Cargill, DuPont, Motiva Enterprises, Marathon, Shell, Nucor Steel., 
Occidental, Valero, and Occidental Chemical. To learn more, visit us at www.portsl.com, like us on Facebook, and follow us on 
LinkedIn. 

### 
 

For more information about this particular topic or about the Port of South Louisiana, contact Alexandra “Alex” Hernández, Public 
Information Officer, at 985-652-9278 or ahernandez@portsl.com. 
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