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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR MARK H. BUZBY 

PRESENTED $13.4 MILLION PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT GRANT CHECK 
TO THE PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA  

Earmarked for upgrades to Globalplex’s general cargo dock and infrastructure around and including Building 71  
 
RESERVE, LA. 

 
At a ceremony held this morning at Globalplex’s Guesthouse, U.S. Maritime Administrator Admiral Mark 
H. Buzby, along with Senator Bill Cassidy and Representative Garret Graves, formally presented a check 
for $13.4 million to Port of South Louisiana Executive Director Paul Aucoin, a grant approved through the 
new U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration (MARAD) Port Infrastructure 
Development (PID) program for a Multi-Modal Connections project at Globalplex Intermodal Terminal. 
The improvement project, which was also awarded funds from Louisiana’s Capital Outlay program, will 
include a new heavy capacity dock access bridge, an access road, a rail spur, and a dry storage area with 
conveyors to move bulk material. 
 
“We are very excited to have the opportunity to work more directly with America’s ports to enhance their 
facilities,” said Maritime Administrator Mark H. Buzby. “The grants awarded will ensure that these 
facilities are operating at their highest, most productive capacities.” 
 
“We appreciate Senators Cassidy and Kennedy, and Congressmen Graves, Richmond, and Scalise for their 
support and assistance in securing this grant for the Port of South Louisiana,” said Executive Director Paul 
Aucoin. “We also extend our gratitude to Secretary Elaine Chao for granting this award. We take it as a 
show of confidence in the Port’s significance to the national economy.” 
 
Globalplex is a 335-acre maritime industrial park located in the heart of the Port of South Louisiana district, 
affording easy access to the Canadian National (CN) railroad, local/state/interstate roadways, local and 
international airports, and the Mississippi River. The facility has three docks, 340,000 square feet of 
warehouse space, 800,000 square feet of open storage pad space, bulk domes, and an available industrial 
site. Over the last 20 years, the Port of South Louisiana has been making continuous improvements to  
Globalplex’s infrastructure and cargo has quadrupled since 2007.  
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The Globalplex Multi-Modal Connections project is in direct response to a demand resulting from the 
increase in throughput. The plan aims to bring the current infrastructure to working standards and 
increase warehousing options along with improving the linked transportation network, increasing the 
capacity and addressing the remaining bottlenecks at the facility to allow it to function as an efficient 
public bulk and breakbulk facility. 
 
“Louisiana’s ports are vital to ensure a thriving economy,” said Dr. Cassidy. “This grant provides 
improvements to the Port of South Louisiana that will foster economic growth and vessel efficiency on 
the Mississippi River.” 
 
Improvements revolve around the terminal’s general cargo dock and Building 71, a 54K square-foot 
warehouse that is currently undergoing skeletal repairs. PID grant moneys are slated for (1) the design 
and construction of a new general cargo dock access bridge/road to support heavy-haul permit loads or 
“off-road” trucks, (2) to strengthen the foundation of Building 71 to accommodate warehousing of heavier 
commodities, (3) to improve the conveyor system from Building 71 to adjacent storage domes and bulk 
dock that will allow transfer of bulk cargo in a closed loop, (4) the installation of rail spur connecting 
Canadian National railroad to Building 71, and (5) the paving of a looped access road through Building 71 
that will connect to Globalplex’s entrance road. 
 
These upgrades will complement projects currently underway: the Globalplex Dock Reinforcement project 
that will strengthen the general cargo dock, and the Globalplex Equipment Construction project, the 
installation of two new mobile harbor cranes that will increase efficiency for existing cargo and prepare 
the port for expansion. 
 
“The Mississippi River is America’s commerce superhighway and an economic engine for our state, region 
and the nation,” said Congressman Garret Graves. “South Louisiana’s port system is a critical link in the 
maritime trade chain that connects made-in-America products to the global marketplace. Investments 
into facilities like the Globalplex public terminal at the Port of South Louisiana are critical to maintaining 
our state’s world-class maritime capabilities and ensure the continued flow of goods that our nation and 
world ports rely on.” 
 
The multi-modal connections project will pave the way for business growth and vitality, increasing the 
efficiency, productivity and reliability of cargo transport that reduces the carbon footprint of regional 
transportation systems, and eventually, leading to more affordable goods for U.S. consumers. 
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Pictured L-R: Port of South Louisiana (PSL) Executive Director Paul Aucoin, PSL Commission Vice President Whitney 
Hickerson, St. John the Baptist Parish President Jaclyn Hotard, U.S. Maritime Administrator Admiral Mark H. Buzby, 
PSL Commissioner Vice President Judy Songy, U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, PSL Commission Chairman D. Paul Robichaux, 
St. Charles Parish President Matthew Jewell, U.S. Congressman Garret Graves, Louisiana Senator Gary Smith, and PSL 
Commission Treasurer P. Joey Murray 

 
 
About the Port of South Louisiana 
The Port of South Louisiana is a 54-mile port district on the Mississippi River between New Orleans and Baton Rouge, encompassing the 
parishes of St. Charles, St. John and St. James. The facilities located within the port’s district consistently handle over a quarter billion 
short tons of cargo annually, ranking it the largest tonnage port district in the Western Hemisphere (and the 16th largest in the world), 
the nation’s greatest grain exporter, and one of the major energy transfer ports in the United States. Along the 108 miles of deep-water 
frontage on both banks of the river there are seven grain transfer facilities, four major oil refineries, 11 petrochemical manufacturing 
facilities and several other facilities for a total of more than 50 docks owned and operated by an impressive group of companies in the 
Port District, such as ADM, ArcelorMittal, Cargill, DowDupont, Marathon, Shell, Nucor Steel, Occidental, Valero, and Occidental Chemical. 
The Port also owns and operates the Executive Regional Airport (KAPS). To learn more, visit us at www.portsl.com, like us on Facebook, 
and follow us on LinkedIn. 

### 

For information about this particular topic or about the Port of South Louisiana, contact Alexandra “Alex” Hernández, Public Information 
Officer, at (985) 652-9278 or ahernandez@portsl.com. 
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