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FEMA AWARDS NEARLY $1 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDING TO PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA 

FOR CYBERSECURITY AND TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES  

Reserve, LA. 

The Port of South Louisiana was awarded $955,339 in Port Security grant funding from the 
Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency Management Agency. The funding will go 
toward the enhancement of the Port of South Louisiana's cyber security framework, as well as 
support enhancements to its Geographic Information System (GIS) that will provide up-to-date 
spatial information to port security personnel and public safety agencies in the Port's 54-miles of 
jurisdiction along the lower Mississippi River. 

As the nation’s leading grain exporter and one of the Western Hemisphere’s largest tonnage 
ports, the safety and security of the Port of South Louisiana, its personnel, and its tenants is 
critical during these challenging times. The cyber and terrorist threat landscape is evolving rapidly 
and protecting against potential external threats requires rapid monitoring and response. 

“The commerce that happens along the Lower Mississippi River at the Port of South Louisiana is 
intertwined with the national security of the United States,” said Paul Matthews, Chief Executive 
Officer. “We are grateful to our federal partners for awarding these funds, which will go directly 
toward solidifying the sustainment of cyber security protection and assist in preventing an 
outside threat of causing human loss of life, structural devastation, or economic catastrophe.” 

The Port of Louisiana received $695,389 for enhanced cyber security. This project is for the 
enhancement of the Port of South Louisiana's cyber security framework.  It includes the following 
integrated layers of cyber security technologies: installation, configuration, initial and continuous 
assessment, 24/7 monitoring, management and vulnerability scanning, real-time detection, 
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network remediation, quarterly penetration testing, advanced training, troubleshooting, 
decryption of ransomware encryption, and related functions to protect against technology 
advancement of cyber terrorist threats. The Port of South Louisiana will make a 25% match for a 
total project cost of $927,186. 

The Port also received $259,950 for GIS Acquisition Phase 1. GIS is currently used by the Port as 
a tool for business development, to depict available sites within the district along with adjacent 
and/or proximate transportation infrastructure such as rail lines, pipelines, water lines, etc. The 
investment supports the improvement of the GIS that will provide up-to-date spatial information 
via a web viewer to port security personnel and public safety agencies in the Port's 54-miles of 
jurisdiction along the lower Mississippi River, thus improving maritime domain awareness 
significantly; also the project will provide up-to-date information to maintain port-wide risk 
management for critical infrastructure, transportation and utility networks, and the location of 
hazardous materials. The Port of South Louisiana will make a 25% match for a total project cost 
of $346,600. 

 

About the Port of South Louisiana 

Founded in 1960, the Port of South Louisiana [PSL] is a 54-mile port district on the Mississippi River between New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge, encompassing the parishes of St. Charles, St. John the Baptist, and St. James. The facilities 
located within the port’s district consistently handle over a quarter billion short tons of cargo annually, ranking it 
one of the largest tonnage ports in the Western Hemisphere [and the 16th largest in the world], the nation’s leading 
grain exporter, and one of the major energy transfer ports in the United States. Along the 108 miles of deep-water  
frontage on both banks of the river there are seven grain transfer facilities, four major oil refineries, 11 petrochemical 
manufacturing facilities and several other facilities for a total of more than 50 docks owned and operated by an 
impressive group of companies in the Port District, such as ADM, ArcelorMittal, Cargill, DowDupont, Marathon, Shell, 
Nucor Steel, Occidental, Valero, and Occidental Chemical. The Port also owns and operates the Executive Regional 
Airport [KAPS]. To learn more, visit us at www.portsl.com, like us on Facebook, and follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter. 
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For information about this topic or about the Port of South Louisiana, contact: 
Alexandra “Alex” Hernández, Public Information Officer, 985-652-9278  X7010, ahernandez@portsl.com 
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Micah Cormier, Director of Communications, 985-652-9278   X2114, mcormier@portsl.com  
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